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to attend classes in person!
Our students will need to brush up on their test taking and time management :/';i”foﬁ?sb’\j;eglfo”;%ag :M’Zg,;ft:r/f
skills, as they have been working exclusively online for many months.

However, we are confident that by combining all our efforts, we will manage
quite well.

Practice exams in math, history, biology and accounting have been the order of the day. We have set a taxing
daily schedule for ourselves, but our PE teacher Mr. Topden is organizing breaks for physical exercise when
the weather permits.

Our teachers are working closely with students over weekends and late evenings to help them catch up (with
masks on, of course!). We are giving the best that we can to ensure the success of our students.

We will send parents individual reports on their child’s academic progress and make ourselves available to
discuss their concerns about their performance in school.

Online teaching
by Gyan Chandra Gurung, Math Department

Covid struck, and a sudden shift to online teaching from the usual in-person
mode posed a new challenge to us. The transition was painful. Without the buzz
of the classroom setting (the teacher's kingdom), teaching from home made us
feel isolated from our students and all the synergistic elements within the
classroom setting.

The initial phase of online teaching was awful. Converting bedrooms into
classrooms, touch screens into whiteboards, fingers into pens for on-screen
corrections. Whew! We had to rely on phone and wifi networks to prevent ourselves from virtually
disappearing, or to find students who had virtually disappeared!

Online teaching required much more effort. We had to learn new teaching aids and create modules to make
our lessons effective. On-screen correcting posed another challenge because we had difficulty providing
immediate feedback to our learners. Digital education transformed our teaching and learning experiences,
and | would say that parts of it are here to stay.

Covid -19 will remind us of the battle teachers fought to deliver effective, high-quality education in order to
sustain the academic progression of our students.
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Taktse reunion
by Tenzing Choden Namgyal

On January 31, 2021 a group of 12 Taktse alumni
gathered at the Chandmari House to reminisce about the
past, discuss the present and look toward the future. This
meeting was organised by Tshering Wangyal (Class of
2018). It was one of the first official meetings for Taktse
alumni. Members reconnected over pizzas, ice breaker
games, origami and conversation.

| Previously, the Taktse
Alumni, in collaboration with
¥! Pitstop, Voyage and Goenkans Gangtok Alumni, had organised a Clean Up Drive
in order to spread awareness about littering and to preserve our pristine
@ . environment. The Clean Up Drive was the brainchild of Zangyal Dorjee (Class of
S # 2014) who had suggested doing something good for the community on the Taktse
' Alumni whatsapp group.

What started out with a
i small group of mostly
Taktse Alumni, which grew
each week and even o
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gained attention from a e,y "W
local media page. 7 AL
However, due to the growing number of cases of
COVID-19, the Clean Up Drive had to be curtailed.
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During the meeting at Chandmari, the members
discussed different ways to make the alumni group
more active, more efficient and better connected. Ideas
such as going on camping trips, counseling Taktse
students for college, and having a more structured organisation were discussed. By the end of the soiree,
alumni of different classes had bonded over jokes, school stories and this idea of what it really means to be a
Taktse graduate.

Although a date has not yet been set for the next alumni meeting, the positive response generated by this
meeting has certainly rekindled a sense of the Taktse school spirit.

Give Yourself a Hug!

The Covid pandemic has increased
the risk of hugging others, so Music
Teacher Mr. Pemba Tamang came
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up with a song about giving yourself ;
a hUg /-‘.., ~ i’[
Click HERE to check it out! Mr. Pemba Tamang

Music Teacher



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jfN4HB1jx4

" * Drop everything and read!
by Ms. Bonisha Bhattacharyya

Drop everything and Read took place on Valentine’s Day
., Weekend, and boy, what a weekend it was! The sun shone
" brightly as we journeyed our way into the three days of
reading at the Taktse stall on M.G.Marg.

People swarmed around our stall, walked in and out of our little
reading zone, dropped hearts at the counter, and sometimes did a
little jiggle with us, too!

Our students and colleagues stood motivated, hand in hand, meting
out their solidarity towards reading, and it was a sight to behold.

At Taktse, we value collaboration, and this was the right kind of
platform to work together as a community of readers.

On the third day of the |«
§{ book fair, we gotour |
colleagues from the
Nepali Literary Society, Sanskrit Books SOC|ety, and

' the Hindi Literary Society to join us for a 30 minute

i read aloud poetry session. No prizes for guessing.

- The event was an absolute showstopper. Members

. read out poetry in different languages, and some even
sang verses. Taktse volunteers read out poems by
W.H Auden and Sylvia Plath. Our event inspired the
Nepali Literary Society to host their own poetry
reading session, and guess what? We were invited to
it, too!

Once again, Taktse paved the way for so many others to feel more inspired and connected. We value
that we are part of the beginning. We value that we stand to change!
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Book recommendations

Are you looking for a birthday present for your child or grandchild?
Following are three books recommended by Taktse students!

Abigail Adams

"When | will grow up | will also work for the cC//A ﬂLZ('34/MAJ
weaker section of the society just like /

Abigail helped the beggars and their
children to be independent."

- Sherin Dolma Bhutia, Grade 3

Curious Cat!

"My favourite part of the story is when it
rains hailstones that hit the roof.”

- Aanya Khatiwada, Grade 4
g
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The Way Back Home Y OUTVER TEFFERS
Reva Riddhi Basnett, Grade 2 : X
¥, e >
"| love this book. | want my friends to read ) V\; g R
it. My favourite part is when the boy went - H 7
back to the moon to help his friend from B e R
Mars." ; B N( ks
Educators Wanted Newsletter Archive
Are you an experienced To see past issues of the
educator? Friends of Taktse UPDATE,

Contribute to progressive
education in a breathtaking
Himalayan setting!

click HERE.

For more information,
contact:

Rinchen Pakhrin
rinchen.pakhrin@taktse.org
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https://www.taktseschool.org/news-and-events
mailto:rinchen.pakhrin@taktse.org?subject=Teaching%20at%20Taktse

Welcome
Back

Taktse’s Covid Protocol

1. Everyone coming to campus must test
negative and submit their test results.

2. Body temperature is measured for everyone
entering campus.

3. Face masks are mandatory for everyone on
campus at all times.

4. Social distancing must be maintained in class
and around campus.

5. Use hand sanitizer at regular intervals.

6. Teachers and staff members residing on
campus must remain on campus unless
absolutely necessary.

7. School buses are sanitized regularly.

8. Our support staff are working non-stop to
ensure cleanliness and hygiene.

Our students are glad to be back..and so are
we! The support and cooperation that we have
received from our students is simply amazing!
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The Taktse Board of Directors, faculty, staff and students are deeply grateful to the following donors for their
generous support over the past year. We also acknowledge the generosity of the many in-kind donors, especially
His Holiness Dodrupchen Rinpoche, and past donors, whose support has contributed so much to our success.

2020 Donors Cathy Lastavica~

Dr. Terry Le & Dr. Josh Landau
$5,000 & up Mary Sloane & Andrew Wallerstein®
Eoﬁsa:ﬁ)ywa;dj T Knang Patty & Ken Zimble

ebra Hilbert n na

Weissman Family Fgundar'?izn* $1. 00 to 3249

Diane Anderson*
$2,500 to $4,999 Deborah Blagg & Ben Staples*
Takashi Oyagi Trish Crapo & Tom Ashley

Maria Fahey*
$1,000 to $2,499 Andi Freedman & Jim Younger
Susan Babcock* Chantal & Howie Friedman
Margie & Michael Baldwin* Laila Goodman & Barry Moir
Whitney & Phillip Long* Sarah Hartman & Peter Bergold*
Celene & Geof Lyon* Ronnie Herman
Theresa & Basil Maravelas Susan Johnson’

Memorial Education Fund* Sally & Richard Lee*

Alan Symonds* Sagun Limbut
Priscilla & Ward Woods Susan Luckman<

Susan Middleton*

Ingrid & Stephen Miles*

Jonathan Miller=

Gordon Minette

Francine Molay*

Amanda Powell & Dianne Dugaw*

$500 to $999

Chrissie & Charlie Bascom™*

Sherry Dickstein & Kurt Lauenstein*
Lonnie Friedman & Paul Lauenstein*
Carole Waters

Sylvia Vriesendorp & Axel Magnuson*

Virginia Widmer*

Up to $100

Casey Ballin*

Connie Bigony

Mary Beth Boyd

Patricia & Kevin Burke’

Betsy Strider Dain

Danny Friedman

Susan Grassin & Fred Mills
Joy Halsted

Gail Hosking*

Gallaudet Howard & David Mulder
Alan Khazei & Vanessa Kirsch
Marla Lech

Amy & Josh McKinley*

Laura & Charles Morales’
Sarah Mowitt*

Aadyaa Pandey

Peggy Steinhagen

Linda Tobin & Stephen Pepper
Karin & Bob Weber

Jim Willis

Laurie Woodard & Don Smith*

$250 to $499 Mary Remensnyder * Also gave in 2019

Mimi & Tom Adams* Susan Schwarzwald & Werner Bargsten* t Taktse graduate

Jan & Lorenzo Baker Lisa Smulyan & Michael Markowicz* - ,
Gloria Eng John Steiner e,
David Hatch Elizabeth & Frank Suatoni* our apologies and send us an email at
Jean Ingwersen* Yeshe & Tsewang Tungkhar & Family lonnie.friedman@comcast.net

Donations to Taktse can be made at: https://www.taktseschool.org. The Friends of Taktse UPDATE newsletter is edited by Lonnie Friedman
& Paul Lauenstein. To subscribe or add a friend, email Lonnie Friedman at: lonnie.friedman@comcast.net.
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